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Part 12: The Tabernacle  

 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel has always been 

and will always be a parish of deep devotion 
to Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.  Our 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel is a constant 
testament to this devotion, as are at least 19 
Masses each week and Eucharist-centered 
events like Destination Jesus and Christ 
Renews His Parish.  Clearly the Eucharist is 
the “source and summit” of our lives as 
Catholics at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. 

In addition to 
the Adoration 
Chapel, we also 
have in the 
Sanctuary one 
of the most 
beautiful 
Tabernacles in 
the diocese.  
Thus, one of 
the thorniest 

problems in the present project has been that 
the Tabernacle was housed under a heavy 
structural beam directly behind the Altar.  In 
the original construction, this ponderous 
beam was hidden behind a floor-to-roof 
wooden screen that housed the choir area 
and Tabernacle.  In the 2002 renovation the 
principal aim was to gain seating, so this 
area was eliminated.  The unintentional 
result was that this support beam became, in 
effect, the focal point of the Sanctuary. 

One architect and designer after another 
pondered this problem as we planned this 
project.  Their impression was that the 
Tabernacle, which should occupy a place of 
honor and reverence, had the appearance 
and feel of being squashed under this heavy 
beam.   

One church architect 
compared to it to “Harry 
Potter’s cupboard under 
the stairs.” 

This was a dilemma, 
since our renovation 
committee was originally 
committed to keeping 
the Tabernacle in the 
center of the Sanctuary.  
Finally, liturgical 
consultant Martin Rambusch proposed a 
solution: move the Tabernacle to one side, 
so that a stunning backdrop could be created 
for it, and through setting and lighting, it 
could be featured more than ever outside 
Mass time and in fact be brought closer to 
people for adoration outside Mass. 

 
Our committee was skeptical at first, but the 
more we pondered it, the more sense it 
made.  Not surprisingly, as the Sanctuary 
design has been rolled out for parishioners to 
see, no single factor has caused more 
controversy and distress than this single 
move.  To some, the thought of taking the 
Tabernacle off the center axis of the church 
is unthinkable. 

But whatever opinions we hold, it is 
always essential to seek and follow the Mind 
of the Church on such matters.  And in fact, 
Holy Mother Church extends considerable 
flexibility as to Tabernacle placement.   



Consider the following: 
“In accordance with the structure of each 

church and legitimate local customs, the 
Most Blessed Sacrament should be reserved 
in a tabernacle in a part of the church that is 
truly noble, prominent, readily visible, 
beautifully decorated, and suitable for 
prayer.” (General Instruction of the Roman Missal #314) 

Nothing is said in this or other pertinent 
documents about the necessity of the 
Tabernacle being on the center axis.  In fact, 
the Church even allows for the Tabernacle to 
be in a separate place completely apart from 
the Sanctuary (GIRM #315, et. al.).  Such is the 
case in our Cathedral or, for that matter, in 
St. Peter’s in Rome.  A key phrase in the 
above is “in accordance with the structure of 
each church,” a factor that the Diocesan 
Building Commission was quick to point out 
to us.  Perhaps in another church building, 
they said, it makes perfect sense for the 
Tabernacle to be on the central axis, but in 
ours, because of the beam, it does not.  
Bishop Doherty is in full agreement. 

Again seeking the Mind of the Church, it is 
important to consider the role and purpose of 
the Tabernacle of reservation.  Primarily, its 
purpose is to provide a secure place to 
reserve the Blessed Sacrament for 
distribution to the sick and homebound.  A fly 
on the wall of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel on any 
given day would see clergy and 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
come to the Tabernacle to take Holy 
Communion to the sick; that’s a principal part 
of its noble purpose. 

Secondarily, of course, the Tabernacle is 
also a place of adoration.  But in our parish, 
thanks be to God, our principal place of 
adoration is our 24/7 chapel, the home of 
round-the-clock adoration and prayer for the 
past 15 years, non-stop.  But even with the 
new Tabernacle placement, there will be a 
kneeling pad quite nearby for those who wish 
to adore there outside Mass, as many do. 

Here is another thing to consider. In the 
Mind of the Church, the Tabernacle of 

Reservation should be visibly prominent 
outside Mass time, but during Mass the focus 
is to shift to the Ambo (Table of the Word) 
and the Altar of Sacrifice (Table of the 
Eucharist) – where the action is during Mass.  
Consider: 

 

“A balance must be sought so that the 
placement of the tabernacle does not draw 
the attention of the faithful away from the 
Eucharistic celebration and its components. 
On the other hand, the location must provide 
for a focus on the tabernacle during those 
periods of quiet prayer outside the 
celebration of the Eucharist.”  

Built of Living Stones #250 (USCCB document) 
 

The proposed solution offers a good 
balance of all these considerations.  Outside 
Mass time, the new lighting will be such that 
the Tabernacle will be lit so that its beauty, 
dignity, and purpose are brilliantly set off in 
front of a sparkling gold mosaic background.  
It will still be crystal clear that Jesus Christ is 
the center of our parish life, and we will still 
genuflect in adoration when we enter the 
church.  When Mass begins, the lighting 
effect will soften around the Tabernacle, and 
the Ambo and Altar will become the focal 
points of the Mass, as is fitting.  

 
In short, given the architecture of our 

church building, the renovation committee, 
the Pastor, and the Bishop are all in 
agreement that we’ve found a sound solution 
to a sticky problem.  As in every move of the 
renovation, the ultimate goal is to promote a 
closer relationship with Jesus Christ and his 
Church for all who worship here. 


